The first noise-rock album in the world

Not even the world wide web can help here: the band name YOU is right up there near the top of the 100 most common searches. With the benefit of hindsight, the decision to change their name was a wise one on the part of Michael Kemner, Wolfgang Spelmans, Robert Görl and Kurt Dahlke alias Pyrolator, the members of YOU.
 And so it was that they met up with their new singer Gabi Delgado-López one evening in what had become a kind of rural commune, the Grün Inn,
 and sealed the name change with a simple majority: YOU became Deutsch-Amerikanische Freundschaft (DAF).

The name was catchy. The first shows whetted the appetite for more.
 What was missing was an album. “We really wanted to make a record. All the Düsseldorf bands—Male, Mittagspause
—already had an album out, everyone except us”, Pyrolator, who played synths in this DAF line-up, noted. So DAF set up in Studio 56 in Mühlheim/Ruhr. Sadly, the results were wide of the mark. The desired abrasiveness and brute force simply did not translate onto tape. Pyrolator: “To our ears, it sounded almost like Schlager. Nice and harmless.” Hard to imagine, when one is familiar with this and later DAF works.

And then the singer was jettisoned. His vocal art and lyrics failed to find favour with the rest of the band. For other groups, the loss of their vocalist may have signalled the end of proceedings, but, see above: “We really wanted to make a record.” This apart: instrumental music allows space for experimentation, it remains unusual, and working without vocals can also be seen as a statement. Furthermore, all of those involved were fans of improvised music à la Can. So, an instrumental album  it would be.

In the wake of the studio debacle, the decision was taken to take the recording into their own hands. A tape machine and two microphones were set up in Wolfgang Spelmans’ living room and ten days of unbounded improvisation ensued. And thus it was completed, “Ein Produkt der Deutsch-Amerikanischen Freundschaft”: 22 tracks, ranging from 19 seconds to three minutes in length. The influence of Can is clearly audible. Considering the fact that other prominent noise-rock bands such as Chrome, Flipper or even Sonic Youth recorded similar music at a much later date, this “product of Deutsch-Amerikanische Freund​schaft” should certainly be recognized as a pioneering work. Possibly even the first noise-rock album the world had seen or heard.

Was the world ready for such brutal, nihilistic sounds in the late 1970s? The world of record companies was not. Unable to find a label, DAF proved to be not only pioneers of noise, but also pioneers of DIY. They found help from the local bank, with Pyrolator putting up his car for credit amounting to 3000 Marks. A logical step, as he already ran a cassette label by the name of Warning Records (with two cassette releases up to that point). “Produkt der Deutsch-Amerikanischen Freundschaft“ was the first LP on the label and was given the catalogue number WR 01/LP/1979.

And? How did the record perform? Pyrolator: “It did really well. I was able to pay back the 3000 Marks loan pretty quickly.”

And then? DAF relocated to England and, some years later, found worldwide fame as a duo. Warning Records evolved into Ata Tak, a marvellous label honoured with a select series of reissues on Bureau B. Incidentally, all Ata Tak releases still carry the “WR” tag.
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� Shortly afterwards, the Krefeld electronic duo YOU appeared on the scene. Their first two albums were reissued by Bureau B in 2011.


� Located in Grevelsberg, Westphalia, the “Grün Inn”, as the band members called it, , was a rural inn, commune, studio and underground venue rolled into one.


� Pyrolator well remembers a very good performance at Ratinger Hof, a good one in Berlin’s SO 36 club and a rather less satisfactory show at the “Into the Future” festival in Hamburg’s Markthalle. “Gabi accused the crowd of being hippies, which they were none too pleased to hear.”


� Mittagspause was the previous incarnation of Fehlfarben. Second vocalist in the original line-up: Gabi Delgado. On keyboards for Fehlfarben today: Pyrolator.





